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Considerations in selecting Question

• Interest – should be the most important 

consideration in selecting a question. 

• Magnitude – Focus 

• Feasibility - having adequate level of expertise 

for the task which is proposed

• Measurement of process- can elements of the 

question be quantified?

• Availability of data – available? If not, can you 

collect the data necessary?



Hypothesis

• The second most important consideration in the formulation of a research problem is the 
construction of hypothesis. 

• Hypotheses bring clarity, specificity and focus to research problem.

• Hypotheses are based on guesses and must be based on theories –Theories tell us what might be 
going on – it does not tell us what actually is occurring. 

• Hypotheses must be verifiable. The verification process should be done based on the information 
and the verification process will provide one of three outcomes below:  
– Right

– Partially right

– Wrong

• Without this process of verification, the researcher cannot conclude anything about the validity of 
the assumption. 

• Hence Hypotheses are a hunch, assumption, suspicion, assertion or an idea about a phenomenon, 
relationship or situation , the reality or truth of which the student intends to explore. 



Hypothesis

• A hypothesis should be simple , specific and 

conceptually clear. 

• A Hypotheses should be capable of verifications –

Methods and techniques must be available for 

data collection and analysis. 

• A hypotheses should be related to the existing 

body of knowledge – need for literature review. 

• A Hypotheses should be ‘Operationalizable’ – it 

can be expressed in terms that can be measured.


